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TEXTILE PROCUREMENT IN THE MILITARY SERVICES 





(On July 10, 1956, Joseph Abrams, Nat Berger, and Joe Lopater testified in 
executive session before the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 
on textile procurement in the military services. This testimony was made 
public by the members of the subcommittee on April 8, 1957, and follows below :) 


TUESDAY, JULY 10, 1956 


Untrep STatres SENATE, 
SENATE PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
[XN VESTIGATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE 
on GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 10:10 a. m., pursuant to Senate Resolution 
188, agreed to February 16, 1956, in room 357 Senate Office Building, 
Senator John L. McClellan (chairman of the subcommittee) pre- 
siding. 

Present : Senator John L. McClellan, Democrat, Arkansas; Senator 
Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin; Senator Karl E. Mundt, 
Republican, South Dakota: Senator George H. Bender, Republican, 
Ohio. 

Also present : Robert F. Kennedy, chief counsel to the subcommittee ; 
James N. Juliana, chief counsel to the minority; Jerome S. Adlerman, 
assistant counsel: Lavern J. Duffy, investigator; Ruth Y. Watt, chief 
clerk. 

The Cuairman. Mr. Berger, come around, please, sir. 

This morning the committee resumes hearings in executive session 
of the Government procurement services and particularly the mili- 
tary in the field of clothing. 

Mr. Berger, I believe you have testified before, have you not, before 
this committee / 

Mr. Bercer. I have. 

The Cuarrman. However, we will administer the oath again. Will 
you stand and be sworn. Do you solemnly swear that the evidence 
you shall give before the Senate Permanent Investigations Subcom- 
mittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ? 

Mr. Beroer. Yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF NAT BERGER 


The Ciairman. Mr. Berger, having testified before, you are famil- 
iar with the rules of the committee with respect to the right to counsel 

Mr. Bercer. I was so informed last time I was here. I still don’t 
feel the need of any counsel] or assistance. 

The Cuatrman. Thank you very much. 

All right, Counsel, you may proceed. 
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Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Berger, in 1951 or 1952—and I will leave the 
date to you to straighten out—did you receive a telephone call from Mr. 
Abrams regarding some goods to be cut ? 

Mr. Bercer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Will you tell us the circumstances of this, briefly ? 

Mr. Brrcrr. We were at that time cutting a certain contract for 
Joe Abrams under the title of Beekman Clothing—am I right? [to 
Mr. Lopater|—Beekman Clothes, or Beekman Clothing Co. for the 
Air Force. They amounted to approximately 17,000 garments. 

The Cuatrman. 17,000 garments. 

Mr. Bercer. Around that. AI] we did was the cutting on it. We 
were paid for cutting only. 

Approximately around the same time I got a call from Mr. Abrams 
that they are sending us a load of Navy goods to be cut up in a hurry, 
that the goods would arrive in a couple of days or so and the patterns 
and the cutting tickets would follow. 

Is it necessary for me to explain what I mean by patterns and cutting 
tickets? 

Mr. Kennepy. Yes; would you do that, please. 

Mr. Bercer. When we get goods it doesn’t mean anything to us un- 
til we are informed as to the quantity for each size required under that 
particular contract. We also usually get the patterns from the main 
contractor because he gets it from the Government. The Govern- 
ment issues standard patterns to every man who gets a contract. 

The Cuarrman. Standard patterns? 

Mr. Beroer. Standard patterns, the patterns that we cut the goods 
from. There is nothing that we can do with any piece of goods ex- 
cept to get it ready to put on the cutting table until those patterns 
and the cutting instructions come in. 

The Cuatrman. After you get the goods you are supposed to get 
the patterns? 

Mr. Bercer. When we work direct for the Army or the Navy, it 
contains the number of sizes and the quantity of each size required. 
At the same time they furnish us with a paper of each size. We 
usually recopy it on hard paper and use it for our cutting purposes. 

Incidentally, they are very strict on that. We are not allowed to 
create any pattern of our own. It must check exactly with their form 
and their requirements for measurements. 

But when we get it on a subcontracting basis we don’t usually fol- 
low up, and we don’t really care how they are going to handle it. Be- 
sides, there is no need for waiting for patterns in a case like that. 
We assume that they have the patterns ready. So they send us the 
goods in advance. TI told Lopater that when the goods arrived we 
should accept it and get it ready in the cutting department when we 
get the patterns and the cutting requirements and quantities. 

A few days after that we got a call to forget about it and that the 
goods will be picked up. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, you got the material ? 

Mr. Bercer. We got the material, but we never got the patterns. 

The CuarrmMaNn. For how many garments? 

Mr. Bercer. Our recollection is approximately 8,000 yards of gabar- 
dine which is the major item for the coat. 

The Cuatrman. 8,000 yards? 
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Mr. Berger. Yes. Approximately 15,000 yards of linings. 

(Off the record.) 

Mr. Bercer. We got approximately 8,000 yards of gabardine, which 
is the outside part of the garment. We got approximately 15,000 yards 
of linings. 

The CHatrman. 15,000? 

Mr. Bercer. Yards, which is this part of the garment [indicating], 
and we got about 5,000 yards of wool, which comes as an inside liner. 
This is a semiovercoat. 

The CHarrman. What would be the value of all that material in 
round numbers ? 

Mr. Berger. In round numbers 1 would say—7 and 22—between 
fifty and fifty-five thousand dollars, rough figures. 

The CHairman. In rough figures it would be $55,000. It could be 
nearer $100,000 couldn’t it ? 

Mr. Bercer. No, not likely. 

Mr. Kennepy. Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, he is thinking of the figures 
as of now. 

Mr. Bercer. I am thinking of the figures as of today’s prices. I 
don’t remember the prices in 1951. 

The Cuamman. Were the prices more then ? 

Mr. Bercer. I think the prices were higher. 

The Cuarman. So at that time—— 

Mr. Bercer. At that time it might have been a great deal more than 
the $50,000 or $55,000. I would say that as the purchase value of today. 

The CHarrMAN. You know the prices now are cheaper than they 
were at that time ? 

Mr. Bercer. Yes. 

The Cuairman. At that time, in other words, they were above the 
$55,000 figure ? 

Mr. Beraer. There is no doubt about it. That was during the 
Korean period. 

The Cuatrman. Allright. Goright ahead. 

Did you ever receive the patterns or the cutting instructions? 

Mr. Bercrer. We never did. 

The Cuarkman. Then what happened ? 

Mr. Bercer. We were notified a few days later that the goods will be 
picked up, and they are going to handle it themselves. It was so picked 
up in a few days, probably within a week of the time we got it. 

The Cuarrman, Picked up by whom? 

Mr. Berocer. By a truckman for Fabric Garments. 

Mr. Kennepy. That is Joe Abrams’ company ? 

Mr. Berorr. That is right. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do you know what happened to the goods after that ? 

Mr. Bercer. I am almost certain that the goods went back to 473 
Liberty Avenue because I seen it there afterward. They were cutting 
it on their own tables. 

The CHarrman. It went back to—— 

Mr. Bercer. That was the factory at 473 Liberty Avenue, the origi- 
nal Fabric Garments plant. 

The Cuatrman. Wasthat the factory of Joe Abrams? 

Mr. Bercer. That is right. 

The Cnarrman. It went back there? You saw it there afterward? 

Mr. Berger. I saw it there. They were cutting it. 
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Mr. Kennepy. You said earlier that you thought you saw them at 
the Du Bois Co. 

Mr. Bererer. No. They were sold to the Du Bois Co. after they 
were completed into coats. 

The CHarrman. You mean after the Abrams Co. put them up and 
manufactured them into coats ? 

Mr. Berger. They sold them to the Du Bois Co. 

The CHarrman. The goods that had been sent to you and returned 
to them, they were cut up and manufactured by the Abrams Co. and 
sold to whom ? 

Mr. Bereer. I think it is T. Du Bois & Co., a New York uniform 
company. 

The Cuairman. They were not delivered to the Government ? 

Mr. Bercer. To my knowledge it was sold. 

The Cuatrrman. The Government goods when they were sent to you ¢ 

Mr. Brrcer. We were pretty sure it was Government goods. They 
had Government tickets. 

The Cuarrman. It was material that the Government was furnish- 
ing? 

Mr. Bercer. That is the kind of material it was. It is also the kind 
of material that Mr. Du Bois could have purchased in the market, 
but I don’t know. ‘That issomething I can’t tell. 

The CHarrman. When the goods came to you did they come to you 
on the representation that they were for 

Mr. Bercrr. That they were Navy goods. 

The Cuatrman. That they were Navy goods? 

Mr. Bercer. That is right. 

The CuHatrman. That the Navy had furnished the material ¢ 

Mr. Bercer. That is right. 

The Carman. And that they would be made up into Navy coats? 

Mr. Brercer. And that I was supposed to cut them under a Navy 
pattern under a Navy cutting ticket. 

The CHatrmMan. You were supposed to what ? 

Mr. Burcer. Cut them on a Navy pattern and the cutting ticket and 
pattern would be furnished later. 

The Cuarrman. They would furnish the Navy pattern ? 

Mr. Berger. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. The pattern was never furnished ? 

Mr. Bercer. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. All right, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kennepy. I want to get something straight, Mr. Berger. 

Mr. Bercer. Yes. 

Mr. Kennepy. Early when you talked to us did you say that you 
saw these goods at the DuBois plant ? 

Mr. Berreer. DuBois hasn’t got a plant. The only place I ever 
visited in DuBois is their offices. Approximately a year after I took 
over the plant from Richland Clothes I noticed Mr. DuBois had 
turned a certain number of coats as damages from the same coats. 

Mr. Kennepy. The same type of material ? 

Mr. Bercer. The same type of material, the same goods, the same 
coat, the same pattern. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you still have the piece goods from this mate- 
rial ? 

Mr. Bercer. No. At that time we didn’t have it no more. 
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Mr. Kennepy. Not the piece goods, but the piece ticket? Did you 
have the ticket ? 

_ Mr. Berorr. As a matter of fact, I didn’t know the existence of the 
tickets. Mr. Lopater uncovered them in going through some old rec- 
ords that I asked him to save forme. Customarily those tickets should 
have been asked for by Fabric Garments, and they in turn should have 
inquired from the Navy whether they wanted those tickets or to dump 
them, because if you start saving tickets of that kind in a mass. pro- 
duction, we need a special room for them. We usually hold them until 
the Army or the Navy, whoever may be involved in the contract, 
checks the contract, completes its inventory, and then we throw them 
away. ‘Thistime they never asked for the tickets. 

Mr. Kennepy. Is it difficult for them, whoever was going to cut 
them afterward, if they were going to cut them for a Government 
contract, to cut: them without the piece tickets? 

Mr. Bercer. It wasn’t difficult at all because when we sent the goods 
back the yardage was marked and they knew the goods. 

Mr. Kennepy. But should they have the piece tickets for the Gov- 
ernment ¢ 

Mr. Berger. They should have had the piece tickets intact for Gov- 
ernment accounting after the contract was completed. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, without those they couldn’t know 
how many of this size to cut or that size ? 

Mr. Bercer. Oh, no, sir. Those tickets refer to the hanging ticket 
record on every piece of goods as it comes in from the mill. In other 
words, the tickets that Mr. Kennedy asked me about, am I right, Mr. 
Kennedy 

Mr. Kennepy. The piece tickets ? 

Mr. Bercer. Refer to the ticket that every mill hangs on the goods 
just as a registration number, just as we have a registration number 
on an automobile. Every piece of goods ticket that any substantial 
mill creates they have a ticket with the yardage and ticket number. 
Those numbers are never duplicated. 

The CuatrMan. They are never duplicated ? 

Mr. Bereer. Up to the millions. Then they start from 1 again. 

The CuatrMan. Therefore you are able to identify the particular 
material that you assign to one contractor or another ? 

Mr. Bercer. That is right. Sometimes those tickets are our only 
guide, to quality, because not everybody is an expert. Sometimes two 
pieces of goods look alike. We depend on the integrity of the mill 
for the quality of the goods from the piece goods ticket. 

The Cuammnan. Is the quality of the goods marked on the ticket ? 

Mr. Bercer. That is right. 

Mr. Krennepy. Mr. Berger, when do you think that this event oc- 
curred, to the best of your recollection ? 

Mr. Bererer. I was under the impression that it was at the end of 
1951 or early in 1952 until I was talking—and Mr. Lopater was of the 
same impression. Then we started thinking and checking dates and 
figures, and Mr. Lopater, for instance, reminded me that at the time 
we had it it was hot and he traveled to Paterson with no overcoat. 
Somehow December of 1951 didn’t check. It appears to us that it is 
approximately August or September. 

Senator McCartuy. May [ interrupt for a question ? 
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I think maybe it might be a good idea at some point—I don’t know 
when you want to do it—just for the benefit of the other Senators 
reading this record to give a résumé of what we are proving here, in 
other words, the embezzlement of goods. 

(Off the record. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do you now think that it is August or September? 

Mr. Bercrr. August or September of 1951. 

The Cuarrman. Of 1951? 

Mr. Bercerr. 1951. 

' anaes That was different from what you thought orig- 
inally 

Mr. Bercer. It is a little different, approximately a few months. 
We have not an actual guide to guide ourselves, gentlemen, except 
whatever best our memory can tell us. 

The Cuarman. All right, Mr. Berger. Thank you. You may step 
outside a few minutes. 

The next witness is Mr. Lopater. Come around, please, sir. 

Mr. Lopater, will you be sworn? You do solemnly swear that the 
evidence you shall give before this Senate investigating committee 
shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Lopater. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOE LOPATER 


The Cuatrman. Be seated. 

Mr. Lopater, you have not testified before the committee previously, 
have you? 

Mr. Lopater. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Under the rules of the committee you are entitled 
to have counsel appear with you for the purpose of consultation when 
you testify. Do you desire to waive counsel and to proceed ? 

Mr. Loparer. Senator McClellan, I don’t need counsel. Anything 
that I did I did as a paid employee of Mr. Berger, who, incidentally, 
is my brother-in-law, and I don’t feel that any act of mine in regard 
to this or any transaction warrants any fear that I may desire to be 
represented . counsel. 

The Cuarmman. Thank you very much. All the committee wants 
is to get the information you have and get the truth. That is all 
the committee desires. You have talked to members of the staff? 

Mr. Loprater. I have. 

The Cuamman. You know generally the information the committee 
is interested in? 

Mr. Loparter. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. All right, Mr. Counsel, proceed. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Lopater, you worked for Mr. Berger in 1951-52? 

Mr. Loparer. I did. 

Mr. Kennepy. Sometime during that period of time, did you re- 
ceive a certain amount of goods from one of Joe Abrams’ plants? 

Mr. Lopater. Mr. Berger came to me and told me I was receiving a 
shipment of goods from Joe Abrams, a prime contractor for whom 
at that time our firm was cutting another contract. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, your firm, Mr. Berger’s firm, was 
a subcontractor under Abrams on another contract? 
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Mr. Lorater. Under another contract at that time. 

The Cuamman. That was a Government contract? 

Mr. Lorater. That is right, sir. It was a contract for seventeen- 
thousands-and-some-odd women’s Air Force zipper-lined coats. I 
was only too happy to get it because I was in charge of the cutting 
room, and I was more or less obligated to keep my men working full 
time and overtime if possible. It was advantageous for us, and there 
was profit in it for the firm. 

Mr. Berger told me that he had made a deal with Mr. Abrams to 
cut another contract and that the goods would come in. 

I am able to pinpoint the time as to Labor Day weekend because 
ordinarily I would have gone away on Friday for over the Labor Day 
weekend. I had to go into the plant on Labor Day and arrange to 
receive that material. 

The Cuamman. Did you receive it? 

Mr. Loparer. I did. 

The Cuamman. In what quantity; do you know? 

Mr. Loprater. I don’t know, sir, because I turned over the tickets 
to Mr. Balaban at the committee’s New York office and I have a résumé 
of the quantities and types of materials. 

Senator McCarrny. What Mr. Balaban was that? What is his 
first name? 

Mr. Loparer. Jack Balaban. 

The Cuarrman. You turned over the original tickets? 

Mr. Loprarer. If you don’t mind, Senator, I would like to give you 
the entire picture as it occurred, if you will bear with me. 

The Cnarrman. Allright. Goright ahead. 

Mr. Lorater. I received this call. I separated on the cutting tables— 
from my recollection it should have made 2,500 or 2,900 garments. 
That is from the amount of the outer material. I don’t know, because 
I never received the patterns or the quantities for size. 

The CuatrMan. In other words, you never received actual cutting 
instructions ¢ 

Mr. Lorater. No. After we waited a few days, I kept after Mr. 
Berger where the instructions were, the patterns, and they were to be 
furnished by Mr. Abrams. 

In preparing the cloth—when I say “preparing,” it was sorting out 
by lengths and by widths. The Government will give you 55-, 5514-, 
56-inch goods, and for economical cutting you sort it out that way. 
You cut the 56-inch separate; you cut the 55-inch separate. You don’t 
waste the extra inch. Even though it all comes in as one lot and is 
charged that way, practical manufacturing procedure demands this. 
It is done in civilian work as well as in Government work. I sorted 
out the goods 

Senator McCarruy. I may be wrong, but we are not concerned with 
the technical procedures in the plant, so much as embezzlement of Gov- 
ernment goods. It doesn’t matter how he cuts these. 

The Cuarrman. Let him proceed and tell his story. Go right ahead 
and make it as brief as you can. 

Mr. Lorater. In preparing the goods I removed the piece-goods 
tickets because I was told it was to be one lot. I threw the tickets in a 
small box. 

The Cuarrman. That isthe ticket that came on each bolt of goods? 
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Mr. Lorater. On each roll of goods. The ticket shows the name of 
the mill, the procurement number that the mill made the goods for the 
Government under, the wool content, the piece-goods number, and 
the gross and net yardage that appeared on every piece of goods that 
is made for the Government. 

The Cuatrman. You removed those tickets from the goods? 

Mr. Loratrr. I removed those tickets. 

The Cuarrman. What became of them ? 

Mr. Lopater. I put them in a box and put them away in the premises 
of the factory, 93 Harrison Street in Paterson, N. J., which was the 
address of the factory. 

The CHAIRMAN. Have you seen them ? 

Mr. Lopater. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Where are they now? 

Mr. Lorater. In the possession of the committee. 

The Cuarrman. You have turned them over to the committee ? 

Mr. Lopater. That is right, sir. 

The CHatrman. In other words, when the goods were taken up by 
Abrams Co. they did not take up the tickets? 

Mr. Lopater. No; through some oversight the tickets were not sent 
with them. 

The Cuarrman. Were they ever called for ? 

Mr. Loratrer. Not tomy knowledge, hut I want to go on record with 
one statement; I offered the tickets to Mr. Harry Hyman, who was 
the representative of Fabric Garments, and he refused them. 

The CHarrman. You offered the tickets to Joe Abrams? 

Mr. Lopater. A representative of him, and he refused them. He 
said he wasn’t interested in them at this late date. That is a statement 
that I made in front of the committee. 

The Cuarrman. What late date was that ? 

Mr. Lorarer. This was a number of months ago, prior to my first 
meeting with Mr. Kennedy. 

The CuatrmMan. So some 2 months ago you offered him the tickets ? 

Mr. Lopater. No, more than 2 months ago, a number of months back, 
because it has been more than 2 months that I met Mr. Kennedy the 
first time. 

The Cuarrman. I see. He wasn’t interested in them at this late 
date ? 

Mr. Lorarer. That is not Mr. Abrams, that is Mr. Hyman. 

The Cuatrman. I understand. All right. 

Mr. Kennepy. Why did you offer these tickets to Mr. Hyman? 

Mr. Lorater. Cleaning out my cellar which has from time to time 
been the recipient of old records from Mr. Berger’s businesses, I live 
in a private house and have plenty of space in my basement—Mr. 
Berger lives in an apartment house and has no storage space—so old 
records had been in the habit of finding their way to my cellar. 

Mr. Kennepy. Why did you want to offer those back to Mr. Hyman ? 

Mr. Lorarer. Because they were a Fabric Garment ticket. 

Mr. Kennepy. What possible use would he have for them 2 or 3 
or 4 years later ? 

Mr. Lorarer. What possible use would I or Mr. Berger have for 
them, Mr. Kennedy ? 

Mr, Kennepy, Why didn’t you just destroy them ? 
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Mr. Lorarer. They were not my records to destroy. 

Mr. Kennepy. What else did you say to Mr. Hyman in this conver- 
sation? Did you ask to see Mr. Abrams? 

Mr. Lorater. No, sir, 

Mr. Kennepy. Have you seen Mr. Abrams over the period of the 
last 3 months? 

Mr. Lorarer. No, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Have you tried to see him ¢ 

Mr, Lorarrr. No, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you tell Mr. Hyman anything about this story 
that you planned to tell the committee / 

Mr. Lorarer. No, because I offered them to Mr. Hyman long before 
I met you. 

Mr. Kennepy. I see. Did you tell Mr. Abrams or any representa- 
tive of Mr. Abranis that you intended to come down and tell this com- 
mittee this story unless you would get a job? 

Mr. Lorarer. No, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. You never did anything like that ? 

Mr. Lopater. No, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you have any conversations with Mr. Abrams 
that you planned to tell the committee this story unless he got a job 
for you? 

Mr. Lopater. No, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you tell them that Mr. Berger disliked Mr. 
Abrams and was intending to make up a story about these piece goods 
tickets -_ that you were going to go along, but your conscience both- 
ered you ? 

Mr. Lopvarer. No, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. And if he could get you a job you wouldn’t tell the 
story and wouldn't support Mr. Berger ! ? 

Mr. Lorarer. No, sir. In fact, the only job I got was through the 
International Ladies Garment Workers Union. 

Mr. Kennepy. I understand that. Did you have any conversation 
along that line with Mr. Abrams? 

Mr. Loparter. No. sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ever tell him you intended to make this 
story up, that it was all a lie but vou mtended to do so because Mr. 
Berger told you? 

Mr. Loparer. No, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. That is all untrue ? 

Mr. Lopater. Absolutely. 

Mr. Kennepy. You never tried to get through to Mr. Abrams to 
tell him what you were planning to do? 

Mr. Lopater. No, sir. I saw Mr. Abrams once in 1952. He came 
up to the Atlantic Avenue plant on a visit to Mr. Berger. I was not 
introduced to him. I never saw the gentleman before. I was toid 
that was Mr. Abrams, and I have not seen him since. 

Mr. Kennepy. You have iot seen him since ? 

Mr. Lopater. No. sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. When you talked to Mr. Hyman when you tried to 
turn the piece goods tickets over to him did you mention at all at that 
time that you were going to tell this kind of story to the committee? 

Mr. Loparer. No; I was not aware of any such investigation. It 
was much prior to my first meeting with you. 
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Mr. Kennepy. So any statement to the contrary is false, is that 
right ? 

Mr. Lorater. Absolutely. 

Mr. Kennepy. And the testimony you are giving here today is all 
correct ? 

Mr. Lopatrr. Absolutely. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Abrams 

Mr. Lopatrer. Excuse me, Mr. Kennedy. There is no change in this 
testimony from the testimony I gave you the first time I met you other 
than the change of date. 

Mr. Kennepy. The dates are very important, Mr. Lopater. 

Mr. Lorater. Don’t forget that I am trusting to memory. At our 
first meeting, if you will recall, the date was advanced by Mr. Berger. 
I didn’t give it too much thought, and I agreed. Is that right, Mr. 
Kennedy ? 

Mr. Kennepy. That was the first time. Then you talked about 
the fact that it was around Christmas time and it might have been 
at the beginning: 

Mr. Loparer. I believe I mentioned the holiday, Chirstmas. I 
thought it was early January or February of 1952. 

Mr. Kennepy. You have been asked probably a half dozen times 
since then, and this is the first day you have changed the date back 
to September or August. 

Mr. Lopater. That is correct. 

Senator McCarruy. May I interrupt off the record ? 

(Off the record. ) 

Mr. Loparer. Mr. Kennedy, I would like to make one point. I have 
never been in Mr. Abrams’ plant. 

The Cuatrman. According to your testimony you have seen Abrams 
but one time. 

Mr. Lopater. That is right, sir. 

The Cuatrman. You didn’t meet him then? Someone pointed him 
out ? 

Mr. Loparer. He was pointed out. He came up to Mr. Berger’s 
Atlantic Avenue plant in Brookyln. I don’t know whether it was 
business or social. I was working at the cutting table at the far end 
of the loft, and I was told that is Mr. Abrams. I never met him. 

The Cuarrman. You never have had any conversation with him, 
telephone conversation ? 

Mr. Lopater. Never. I didn’t speak to him at that time. 

The Cuatrman. You have never sent him any messages about your 
testimony ? 

Mr. Lopater. No, sir. 

The Cuarman. Or talked with anyone else about it so that they 
might talk to him ? 

Mr. Lorarer. The only person I talked to was his foreman or super- 
intendent, Harry Hyman, at the one time when I offered him the 
tickets. 

The CuarrmMan. That was before—— 

Mr. Lorarer. He was disinterested and so was Mr. Berger at that 
time. 

The Cuarrman. That was before you knew of this investigation? 

Mr. Lopater. That is before I knew of it and before I met with Mr. 
Kennedy. 
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The Cuairman. And before any member of the staff had contacted 
you about it ? 

Mr. Lorarer. Mr. Kennedy was the first member of the staff I met. 
I was summoned to his presence through Mr. Berger. 

The Cuarrman. Anything else? 

Mr. Kennepy. No. 

The Cuarrman. Anything else? 

Senator McCarruy. No. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Lorarer. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Krennepy. Would you wait outside, Mr. Lopater. I will talk 
to you after this session is over. You can go down to the office, room 
101. 

The Cuarrman. Tell Mr. Berger he may go down there, too, and 
wait for us. 

( Brief recess. ) 

The Cuatrman. All right, Mr. Abrams. Will you be sworn, please. 
You do solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give before this 
Senate Investigating Subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Apsrams. I do. 

(Committee members present : Senators McClellan, McCarthy, and 
Bender.) 


The Cuarrman. Mr. Abrams, you may state your name. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH ABRAMS 


Mr. Asrams. Joseph Abrams. 

The CHarrmMan. You have testified before the committee before, I 
believe ? 

Mr. Aprams. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You have frequently conferred with the staff of 
this committee and know the general subject of the inquiry and the 
information the committee desires regarding procurement services of 
the Government, particularly the military in the clothing field ? 

Mr. Aprams. I do, sir. 

The CHarrman. You also know the rules of the committee with 
respect to counsel. If you desire counsel, you may have counsel 
present. 

Mr. Aprams. I do desire counsel, sir, but somehow he got mixed up. 
We both had tickets on the 7 : 25 plane from LaGuardia to Washington. 
The plane was canceled, and we were put on the 8: 45 out of Idlewild. 
I made that plane but it didn’t leave until 9 o’clock and Mr. Bender, 
who is my attorney never showed up. I called the airport and asked 
them to call Mr. Bender at his home at 6 o’clock this morning when I 
got my call. But I don’t know what happened to him. 

The CuHatrman. Your counsel is not here? 

Mr. Aprams. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did he understand he was to be here? 

Mr. Asrams. I bought him the ticket. 

The CuHatrman. You bought the ticket ? 

Mr. Aprams. Surely. 

The Cuatrman. Did you deliver the ticket to him? 









2428, TEXTILE PROCUREMENT IN THE MILITARY SERVICES 


Mr. Aprams. Yes, sir. I don’t know if it is his fault or what hap- 
pened, but here is my flight. It was to leave this morning at 7: 25, and 
it was canceled. 

The CHatrman. Mr, Abrams, we will wait a little while and see if 
your counsel comes. In the meantime, you had better get in touch with 

im. 

Mr. Asrams. I believe Mr. Kennedy’s office, sir, has tried to contact 
his office and they have told him that he isen route. 

The CHarrman. All right, we will wait a little while. If he gets 
here we will try to hear you before noon. You may step outside and 
remain subject. to the call of the committee. 

Senator McCarrny. Could I address something tothe Chair? That 
you contact your lawyer’s office and find out what time he left and 
what time he will be here. We are all fairly busy. 

Mr. Anrams. All-star game today. 

The CuarrmMan. The committee intends to get through by 12 o’clock. 
We don’t want to be inconvenienced any more than is absolutely 
unavoidable. 

Mr. Asrams. I am sorry to be of any inconvenience to you. 

The Cuamman. Get hold of your attorney and see why he didn’t 
come. 

Mr. Asprams. I am sorry to be of inconvenience to the committee, sir, 
but it is beyond my control. 

The CuatrmMan. All right. Check on it and remain available. 

Mr. Asrams. Can I use your telephone back here and reverse the 
charges ? 

The CHarrman. Go down to the other office and you can. 

Mr. Asrams. I just wanted to save some time. 

The Cuatrman. All right. 

(Brief recess.) 

The CuatrmMan. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Abrams, during the intermission since you were on the stand 
a little while ago, have you been able to get in touch with your 
attorney / 

Mr. Aprams. I called New York and I asked my office whether he 
had called my office. They stated that he had not. I asked them to 
check around and call his home and call his office. His office had not 
heard from him, but his home said that he had left very early this 
morning for a plane. Unfortunately he has missed the loop and he 
is not here. 

The Cuamman. Allright. Some word came to the chairman a few 
moments ago that you said you were willing to proceed without your 
counsel. We want to be very certain about that. We don’t want any 
misunderstanding. The committee is not compelling you to testify 
without your counsel. You have the right to have him present, of 
course. The committee is not responsible for his not being here, and 
according to your statement, you are not. It is one of those things 
which at the moment is unexplainable. The Chair will not direct you 
to proceed without your counsel, but we will proceed only if you waive 
the right of counsel to be present while you testify at this time. That 
is a decision for you to make. I would not undertake to make it for 
you. I do not know. If you do waive the right to counsel the com- 
mittee will proceed to question you just as if your counsel were here. 
That is a decision that you have to make. 
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Mr. Krennepy. Mr. Chairman, I might say, so you know what the 
subject matter is, Mr. Abrams, it is on the matter you discussed with 
me about 2 or 3 weeks ago down at the committee office. We are going 
to ask you all questions about that, dealing with the alleged theft of 
Government property. 

Mr. Azsrams. That is a ticklish subject because I am under indict- 
ment for an alleged theft of Government property. 

Mr. Kennepy. It has nothing to do with that, Mr. Abrams. You 
know as well as I do. We are not talking about the alleged theft of 
property that you are under indictment for. It is entirely different. 

_ Mr. Asrams. Mr. Kennedy, I have spoken to my attorney, and there 
1s certain intertwining of witnesses and people. However, let us try 
to proceed. I will try to proceed with you. 

he Cuarrman. No, Mr. Abrams. We don’t want to try to proceed. 
We either want to proceed or we don’t. I will not proceed unless you 
state under oath and at this time that you waive the right of counsel 
to be present. If you do not waive it, we will proceed to set another 
time for your appearance, and at that time we will expect both you 
and your counsel to be present. 

Mr. Aprams. What other time would be set ? 

Senator McCarruy. May I say to Mr. Abrams, while I am not 
counsel for you or anything, the Chair is just trying to be completel 
fair with you. In view of the fact that there is a conflict in the testi- 
mony, I personally think that there will be a number of indictments 
growing out of these hearings, and rightly so. I think you should 
quit stalling on this now and say, “Yes, I will testify without counsel,” 
or say, “No, I want my lawyer.” This “I will try to proceed” doesn’t 
make any sense tome. I don’t think it makes any sense to the Chair. 
Either you will testify without counsel—the Chair has told you— 
pardon me, Mr. Chairman—the Chair has told you you are entitled to 
counsel. I think you should tell us—period. Wouldn’t you agree 
with that, Mr. Chairman ? 

The CuarrmMan. That is all IT want, because I am not going to leave 
the record with any doubt about it. Either you waive counsel or you 
do not. 

Mr. Anrams. What I am trying to do is cooperate with this com- 
mittee and at the same time make time, because I am not going to be 
around here 

Senator McCartrry. Do you want counsel, or don’t you? I am 
awfully busy and I know the Chair is. I want to get out of here. I 
want you to answer that question so we know whether we can leave 
or not. 

Mr. Asrams. All right, let’s waive counsel and let’s see. 

The Cuarrman. All right, now. You are doing that of your own 
free will, because the Chair is not compelling you to do it. 

Mr. Asrams. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Let us make that very clear. You understand 
that ? 

Mr. Aprams. Yes, sir. 

The Crarrman. All right, sir. You have been sworn. Let us 
proceed. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Abrams, I discussed with you before the Navy 
contract that you had in 1951. 

Mr. Aprams. A Navy contract; yes, sir. 
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Mr. Kennepy. Is that correct? 

Mr. Asrams. You did discuss a Navy contract with me; yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. It was for 15,000 raincoats? 

Mr. Asrams. I believe that is right. 

The CuarrMaNn. The Chair will direct that counsel not interrogate 
the witness about any theft or diversion of Government material for 
which the witness says he is under indictment. ‘The witness is in- 
structed that, if any question pertains to that, he may state that he 
feels it does, and the Chair will not require him to answer the question. 

(Committee members conferring. ) 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Abrams, in view of the situation, that could be 
complicated and you might be asked questions and respond to them 
that your counsel, if present, would advise you either not to answer 
or give you proper counsel on, the Chair, in deference to the situa- 
tion and after consulting with other members of the committee, has 
concluded it might be best not to continue with your testimony and 
give you further opportunity to have your counsel present. For that 
reason we are going to continue this hearing until tomorrow morning 
at 10 o’clock, at which time—— 

Mr. Aprams. It is very hard to get here. 

Mr. Kennepy. Stay. 

Mr. Aprams. Ican’tstay. Ihave to get back. 

Senator McCarruy. You are under subpena. 


Pardon me. 
The CuatrMan. This is something that the committee is not respon- 
sible for. Some unavoidable situation may have developed. e do 


not at this time know, with him not here. We cannot indefinitely de- 
lay these proceedings. Therefore, the committee will resume on this 
particular inquiry tomorrow morning at 10:30. You will be expected 
to be present and have your counsel present. 

Mr. Asrams. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Bender has just arrived, I am told. 

The CuarrMan. Have him come right in. 

Let the record show that the witness’ counsel has now arrived and 
he is present. Will you, Mr. Counsel, state your name for the record, 
as well as your place of residence ? 

Mr. Benper. Louis Bender. 

The CHatrman. Louder, please. 

Mr. Benoer. I have a little laryngitis, Mr. Chairman. I am sorry. 

The Crarrman. Do your best. 

Mr. Benper. Louis Bender, 170 Broadway, New York City. 

” oe CuarrMan. You are licensed to practice law in the State of New 
or 

Mr. Benover. I am, sir. I apologize to the committee for coming 
late. I missed my plane. 

The Cuatrrman. We do not have too much time. You may state for 
the record why you are late. 

Mr. Benver. The plane which was originally scheduled to take off 
from LaGuardia at 7:25 was canceled and switched to Idlewild at a 
later time. I got there 5 minutes too late. 

The Cuarrman. All right. We know those things happen some- 
times, but, having inconvenienced us a little, maybe we can get through 
with it. 

Mr. Aprams. Mr. Chairman—— 
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The Cuamman. May I say to you, Mr. Counsel, that your client 
has been sworn and preliminary questions have been asked. He was 
asked whether he would waive counsel, and in the meantime we were 
waiting for you. We recessed for a brief period and gave attention 
to other matters and then called your client back to the witness stand 
after he had indicated to some member of the staff that he would be 
willing to proceed without counsel. But, after he had so indicated and 
we asked one or two questions more or less of a preliminary nature, on 
one question he raised the issue that it might involve a matter for which 
he is now under indictment, although that wasn’t the purpose of the 
question, and we concluded not to proceed until he had counsel present, 
and we were contemplating setting tomorrow to resume these hear- 
ings in order to give you an opportunity to be here. In the meantime, 
about that time the message came that you had arrived. So that is the 
status of it, and we are now ready to proceed. 

All right, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Benver. I wonder if it is possible for me to make just two brief 
statements. 

The Cuarrman. Very brief. The Chair will listen for a moment. 

Mr. Benpver. You all know, as you have indicated, that Mr. Abrams 
is under indictment for making false statements and for sale of Gov- 
ernment goods in the southern district of New York. I understand 
the nature of this present inquiry will involve itself in a subject matter 
which is directly material to the prosecution in that case and, as such, 
if Mr. Abrams is compelled to go into this question, it may deprive him 
of obtaining a fair trial in that case. Second 

The Cuatrrman. We will proceed. You have the right, of course, to 
advise your client as to his legal rights. We will proceed as best we 
can. 

Mr. Benper. I have one additional comment, Mr. Chairman, very 
briefly. From what we understand is the purpose of the hearing, from 
what we have been led to believe by counsel and by the investigative 
staff, it seems as if the purpose of calling Mr. Abrams here is solely to 
involve him in a possible perjury charge 

Mr. Kennepy. Wait a minute, Mr. Bender. 

Mr. Benver. Without any legislative purpose whatever. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Bender 

The Cuarrman. Wait. You can draw any conclusion you want, but 
for the record that will not stand because this committee is constituted 
under the laws of the United States and the rules of the United States 
Senate and is charged with the specific duty of studying Government 
at all levels with a view to ascertaining its efliciency and economy. 
Certainly any misuse of Government property is neither efficiency nor 
economy and therefore it is clearly within the purview and jurisdiction 
of this committee to pursue any complaint or any action of the Govern- 
ment or any of its officers or agencies with respect to whether it is 
operating economically or efficiently and therefore that is the constant 
aim and purpose, and function, of this committee and it will continue 
to pursue that objective. 

All right, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Asrams. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question, sir, two questions. 
No. 1, are we permitted'to get a copy of this testimony ? 

The Cuamman. You are permitted under the rules of the Senate 
to view this testimony. This testimony you give here is in execu- 
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tive session. It is not supplied to anyone. It is kept in the files of the 
committee. At any time you or your counsel may come to the com- 
mittee room and see a copy of the transcript of this testimony, but be- 
cause it is taken in executive session, the document itself is not released 
from the committee. But you have the right to see the record of your 
testimony with your counsel at any time under the supervision of the 
staff. You may come to the committee room and read it and examine 
it. That is your privilege. That right will be accorded to you. 

Mr. Aprams. Sir, is that my own testimony only, or the testimony 
of all of the witnesses 4 

The CHairman. Your own testimony only. 

Mr. Asrams. Thank you, sir. 

And No. 2, may L ask one more question. May I have just 1 minute 
to confer with my counsel? I haven’t had a chance to talk with him at 
all. 

The Cuarrman. The Chair will give you a minute or two to confe) 
with your counsel. You may step to the back of the room for that 
purpose. 

(Brief recess.) 

The Cuarrman. All right, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Benpver. Thank you, Mr. Chairinan. 

The Cuarrman. After the conference between client and his coun- 
sel, we are ready to proceed. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Abrams, when was the last time you talked to 
Mr. Lopater, Joe Lopater / 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuarrman. Let the record show these consultations. 

Mr. Aprams. Counsel advised me to decline to answer, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. You decline to answer on what basis? 

Mr. Aprams. On the grounds that it might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. The Chair orders you to answer the question and 
directs you to do so. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Asrams. [I still decline. 

The CuHarrman. Proceed. 

Mr. Kennepy. When was the last time you talked to Nat Berger? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Asrams. I must decline to answer, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. You had a contract 

The CHarrMAN. Justa moment. You decline to answer. On what 
grounds ? 

Mr. Asrams. On the same grounds, sir. 

The CuHatrman. What grounds? 

Mr. Asprams. That it might tend to incriminate me. 

The CHatrMan. You are ordered and directed to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Aprams. I still decline, sir. 

The CuatrMan. Proceed. 

Mr. Kennepy. You had a Navy contract for 15,000 raincoats in 1951, 
is that correct ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Aprams. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Kennepy. It was delivered to youn—— 
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Mr. Aprams. Hold it. Excuse me. I would like to correct that 
answer. I did not have the contract, but Fabric Garment Co., Inc., 
did. 

Mr. Kennepy. And you are an officer ? 

Mr. Aprams. Yes, I was an officer. 

Mr. Kennepy. There was delivered to you by the Government some 
gabardine, flannel and twill lining in connection with that contract? 

Mr. Asrams. I must decline to answer on the grounds that it might 
tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuatrrman. Just a moment. The Chair orders you to answer 
that question. We havea right to ask you whether you have a Govern- 
ment contract. I don’t think you have a right to decline to answer. 

Mr. Anrams. I did answer that, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. He answered the question about the contract, but he 
declines to answer whether this material was delivered to him. 

The CuarrmMan. Let me ask you whether under a contract with the 
Government there was delivered to you some 8,026 yards of gabardine 
cloth, 3,1767%% yards of flannel, 15,3033¢ yards of twill lining, making a 
total of some 26,5062¢ yards of material that the Government delivered 
to you to carry out a contract that your company had with the Govern- 
ment to make garments. 

( The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The CHarrman. Did the Government under a contract that your 
company had with it deliver to you and your company the material to 
which I have referred ? 

Mr. Aprams. I must still decline to answer, sir. 

The Cuatrman. The Chair orders and directs you to answer 

Mr. Aprams. I must decline to answer, sir. 

The CHarrman. Does the Chair understand that you are telling the 
committee that with respect to the contract that you testified that you 
had to make garments for the Government, you will refuse to testify 
and give this committee information with respect to the material the 
Government furnished you under that contract, material used to make 
garments for the Government, that you will refuse to answer any ques- 
tions regarding the use and disposition of that material ? 

(The witness conferred with his « ounsel. ) 

Mr. Aprams. On the advice of counsel I refuse to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, those questions or any other questions in relation to materials. 

The Carman. All the Chair is trying to ascertain is any questions 
we may ask you regarding this material delivered to you under a Gov- 
ernment contract, to you or your company, you will refuse to give this 
committee any information regarding them. You can answer that yes 
or no. 

Mr. Aprams. The answer is “Yes,” but I would like to confer with 
counsel for one moment and maybe add to that answer. 

The Cnarrman. Allright. You may doso. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Aprams. My answer, sir, was yes, and I would like to further 
state that I have no way of telling what I received or didn’t receive and 
that even if I could, sir, I don’t believe I could give you any informa- 
tion about it. 

The Cuarrman. Even if you received it and knew you had received 
it, you wou still refuse to give us any information about that, is that 
correct ¢ 
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Mr. Aprams. Yes, sir; on the grounds that to do so might tend to in- 
criminate me. 

The Cuatrman. You understand we are talking about material and 
a contract different from the one for which you are presently under in- 
dictment? You understand that? 

Mr. Benper. Mr. Chairman, is it possible for me to answer you? 

The Cuarrman. No. Let him answer. 

Mr. Benner. We dounderstand. He does understand. 

Mr. Asrams. Yes, I do understand, sir. 

The Cuatrman. So this material that the Chair has been talking 
about and the contract that you referred to are not the material or the 
contract involved in the criminal proceedings now pending against 
you? 

Mr. Benpver. May I be permitted to answer that ! 

The Cuarmman. You may consult with your client. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Aprams. My counsel advises me that evidence that I might give 
here might be used in that case against me. 

The Tcaenaeenn I just wanted to make it clear that you do under- 
stand this is altogether a different contract. 

Mr. Asrams. I do understand that, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And different material from that for which you 
say you are now under indictment ? 

Mr. Asrams. I do understand it, sir, but my counsel has the theory 
that this might be used against me in my current indictment. 

The Cuarrman. I want to keep the record clear. We are not asking 
you about that for which you are under indictment and you so under- 
stand ? 

Mr. Aprams. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Any further questions? 

Mr. Kennepy. No, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much. 

The public hearings will begin tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock. 
The witness will be present tomorrow morning under the same subpena 
and we will saeesdle with public hearings in this matter. 

Mr. Benver. Mr. Chairman, do you wish to leave this on the record ? 
I didn’t anticipate that you would require us to be here tomorrow. I 
have to be in the United States district court at 2 o’clock and T have 
some other engagements. I had a district court appearance this morn- 
ing which I put off to be here. I am wondering if it is possible to ad- 
journ our appearance a day. One day would be sufficient. 

Mr. Kennepy. Senator, it is very difficult. The other witnesses are 
coming down. I put this off on the basis of my conversations with 
these individuals. I put it off a number of different times. 

The CuarrmMan. We will have to proceed. We have other witnesses 
here. We will have to cross that bridge when we get to it. I trust you 
can make arrangements to be present. 

The commitee stands in recess. 

(Whereupon, at 11:45 a. m. the committee was recessed subject to 


call.) 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 1957 


Untrep States SENATE, 
SENATE PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to Senate Resolution 
37, agreed to January 30, 1957, in room 357 of the Senate Office Build- 
ing, Senator Henry M. Jackson presiding. 

Present: Senator Henry M. Jackson, Democrat, of Washington; 
Senator Chapman Revercomb, Republican, of West Virginia. 

Also present : Donald F. O’Donnell, chief counsel ; James N. Juliana, 
chief counsel to the minority: LaVern Duffy, investigator; Margaret 
W. Duckett, acting chief clerk. 

Senator Jackson. The subcommittee will be in order. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at the convening of the hear- 
ing were Senators Jackson and Revercomb. ) 

Senator Jackson. The Chair would like to read the following letter 
dated April 9, 1957, as follows: 

DrEAR SENATOR JACKSON: You are hereby designated acting chairman of the 
Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations for hearings involving the 
leaks of the Civil Aeronautics Board decisions, ineluding Northeast Airlines 
stock. 

You are also designated acting chairman to hear testimony from Attilio 
Yadevia, who appeared in public session before this subcommittee on January 
30, 1957, in connection with military procurement. 

I am forwarding a copy of this letter to other members of the subcommittee 
so that they will be advised. 

Sincerely yours, 
JoHN L. McCLeLLAN, Chairman. 

On January 30, 1957, this subcommittee held public hearings in con- 
nection with textile procurement in the military services. At that 
time Attilio Yadevia, who had been a clothing inspector in the Phila- 
delphia Quartermaster Depot from 1940 until December 31, 1955, 
when he retired, was called as a witness. 

A staff investigator had checked various bank accounts for January 
1, 1950, to December 31, 1955, and found $12,753.90 for which there 
was no accounting. Yadevia testified that he was unable to explain 
the source of this $12,753.90. 

He took the position that he could not figure out how he had this 
money in the bank. After much questioning by the subcommittee, he 
was dismissed from the stand with the understanding that he would 
remain under subpena and would report to the staff and give an ac- 
counting for this particular sum of money. 

He is being called as a witness this morning because of the position 
he has taken. 
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The Chair will now call Mr. Attilio Yadevia. Will you come for- 
ward, please ? 

Please raise your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give shall 
be the truth and the whole truth, so help you God ? 


TESTIMONY OF ATTILIO YADEVIA, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
CAESAR L. AIELLO 


Mr. Yapevra. I do. 

Senator Jackson. State your name and your address and place of 
business. 

Mr. YaApvevra. Attilio Yadevia, 214 North Dalevante Avenue, High- 
gate City, N. J. 

Senator Jackson. You are represented here this morning by 
counsel ? 

Mr. Yapevta. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Counsel, will you identify yourself, please? 

Mr. Arevio. My name is Caesar L. Aiello, and I am a practicing 
attorney in Washington, D. C., with offices at 725 Fifteenth Street 
NW., Washington, D. C. 

Senator Jackson. You are familiar with the rules of the committee 
and you are aware of the procedure? 

Mr. Aretxo. Generally. 

Senator Jackson. You received copies of the rules ? 

Mr. Aretio. Yes, sir. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Mr. Yadevia, one of the members of the staff 
checked your bank accounts in January of 1950 to December of 1955 
and this was brought out during the last public hearing and you could 
not at that time explain the source of your income. 

What was the source of the $12,753.90 that was unaccounted for 
the last time you appeared ? 

Mr. Yapevta. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to in- 
criminate myself. 

Senator Jackson. You mean a truthful answer to that question 
might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Yapevta. I decline. 

Senator Jackson. I am sorry, but you will be ordered to answer 
that question. You are ordered and directed to answer whether a 
truthful answer to the question put to you by counsel would tend to 
incriminate you. 

Mr. Yapevra. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Senator Jackson. The Chair would like to counsel the witness and 
his attorney or that his attorney should be familiar with the law on 
this subject and warn him that a failure to answer that question 
might place him in contempt. 

You cannot invoke the fifth amendment on that point. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Senator Jackson. I will give counsel an opportunity to refresh 
his law on that point. 

Mr. Yapevra. Again I decline to answer on the ground I might 
tend to incriminate myself. 
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Senator Jackson. You are ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Yapevia. I decline for the same reason. 

Mr. O’Donne tt. In 1955, your known take-home pay was $7,248.40. 
You deposited all of this amount in the bank except $3,511.27. You 
actually deposited in the bank $10,161.43. I would like to ask you, 
Where did you receive the additional sum of $6,424? 

Mr. Yapevra. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’DonnELL. Where did you get the $685 in cash which you 
deposited in the First National Bank of Stone Harbor on January 
3, 1955? 

Mr. Yapevta. I still decline to answer the question. 

Mr. O’DonneEtx. On what ground ? 

Mr. Yapevia. On the ground it might tend to incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’DonneELL. Where did you get the $200 in cash that you de- 
posited in the First National Bank of Cape May Court House on 
January 7, 1955 % 

Mr. Yapevia. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donne.t. Where did you get the $700 in cash which you 
deposited in the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
Upper Darby on January 17, 1953 ? 

Mr. Yapevta. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donnett. Where did you get the $600 in cash which you 
deposited on January 21, 1955, $300 of which was deposited in the 
First National Bank of Stone Harbor and $300 of which was de- 
posited im the First National Bank at Cape May Court House? 

Mr. Yapevia. I still decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
ineriminate myself. 

Mr. O’DonneEti. Where did you get the $900 in cash which you 
deposited in the First National Bank of Stone Harbor on August 
19, 1955 ? 

Mr. YApevia. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’DonnELL. Now, your income tax for 1955 shows that you 
reported $5,309.50 which was money you had received from your place 
of employment. Can you tell us why you did not enter or add to that 
amount of money on the basis of what I have just teld you? 

Mr. Yapevia. I still decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Now, in 1954 you had an amount of $1,593.89 
which was in excess of the amount that you took home as pay. Where 
did you get this amount of money ? 

Mr. Yapevra. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’DonneLt. Now, your income-tax return for 1954 shows $5,- 
113.67. Your total income for 1954 was in excess of $10,000. Why 
did you not enter anything over and above the $5,000 on your income- 
tax return ? 

Mr. Yapev1a. I still decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 
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Mr. O’Donne tt. In 1953 there is an amount of $1,496.33 which is 
not accounted for. Where did you get this amount of money ? 

Mr. Yanevra. [I still decline to answer. 

Mr. O’DonneEtL. On what ground ? 

Mr. Yapevra. I might tend to incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donnett. Where did you get $750 in cash which you de- 
posited in the First National Bank of Stone Harbor on January 
97, 1953? 

Mr. Yapevia. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donneti. Now, in 1952, a member of our staff has found 
that you had an additional $953.32 which he found. Can you tell us 
where you obtained that amount of money ? 

Mr. Yavevia. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donnett. In 1951, he found $729.24 unaccounted for. Can 
you explain where that money came from ? 

Mr. Yapevra. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donne ut. In 1950, he found an amount of $1,556.82 which 
was accounted for. Where did that money come from? That is cash 
and where did that come from ? 

Mr. Yapevia. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend 
to incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Were any of these moneys that I have mentioned 
taken by you in the form of bribes? 

Mr. Yapevta. I still decline to answer on the ground I might tend 
to incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’DonneEtL. Was any of this money taken by you while you 
were employed at the Quartermaster Corps in Philadelphia as bribes? 

Mr. Yavevra. I decline to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Now, during the last time you testified, which is 
in 1957, you stated that you did not accept any gifts, gratuities, or 
bribes. Was any of this money accepted by you as a gift, gratuity, 
or bribe from Tom DiGiacomo? 

Mr. Yavevra. I still decline to answer on the ground I might tend 
to incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’DonneEu. The last time you categorically said “no,” and I 
question whether you can take the fifth amendment at the present 
time. 

Mr. Yapevra. I still decline to answer on the ground I might tend 
to incriminate myself. 

Senator Jackson. You will be ordered to answer the question. 

Mr. Yapevia. I decline to answer, sir, on the ground it might tend 
to incriminate myself. 

Senator Jackson. The Chair wishes to again caution you that fail- 
ure to answer that question may result in your being cited for con- 
tempt of this committee and the Congress. 

Mr. Yapevra. I decline to answer, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Did you give a truthful answer to this committee 
when you testified under oath on January 30, 1957, that none of the 
moneys deposited were in the form of a bribe in connection with your 
official duties ? 
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Mr. Yapevi14. I decline to answer, sir, on the ground I might tend 
to incriminate myself. 

Senator Jackson. You will be ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Yapevia. I still decline to answer, sir, on the ground I might 
tend to incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Mr. Yadevia, did you ever receive any gratuities 
from Tom DiGiacomo in any way, shape, or form, cash or otherwise, 
gifts, birthday presents, cases of whisky, hams, or anything? 

Mr. Yapevia. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Now, on January 30, when you testified your 
answer was “No, sir, I have never taken a bribe”—— 

Senator JAckson. Were you telling the truth then? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Yapevia. I decline to answer, sir, on the ground that I might 
tend to incriminate myself. 

Senator Jackson. You will be ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Yaprvra. I still decline to answer, sir, on the ground I might 
tend to incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donneti. Senator Mundt continued in his questioning and 
said, “I did not say a bribe, I said a gift.” You said, “gift.” And 
Senator Mundt said, “He never gave you a nickel?” And you said, 
“No, er.” 

What is your answer to that particular question at the present time? 

Mr. Yapevra. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Senator Jackson. You are ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Yanpevia. I decline to answer, sir, on the ground I might tend 
to incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Mr. Chairman, I am going to suggest this matter 
be referred to the committee in executive session for the consideration 
of contempt. 

Senator Jackson. There is a serious question here whether or not 
the witness has not waived his right to invoke the fifth amendment, 
particularly in those areas which he testified to in the hearing held 
on January 30, 1957. 

| would say further that the entire transcript of his testimony should 
be referred to the Department of Justice for appropriate action. It 
is quite clear that there has been a violation of the Federal criminal 
laws in this case, and I am sure the Department of Justice will take 
expeditious action. 

Now, during all of the time that these deposits were made, Mr. 
Yadevia, you were then an employee—namely, a clothing inspector— 
of the Philadelphia Quartermaster Depot of the United States Gov- 
ernment; is that not correct? 

Mr. Yapevra. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. You were an employee? 

Mr. Yapevra. I was an employee at the quartermaster depot. 

Senator Jackson. Was this money received by you in connection 
with that employment ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Yaprvia. I decline to answer on the ground I might tend to 
incriminate myself. 

Senator Jackson. Where did the money come from? 

Mr. Yapevia. I still decline to answer, sir. on the ground that I 
might tend to incriminate myself. 

Senator Jackson. Was it a bribe? 

Mr. Yapevta. I still decline to answer. 

Senator Jackson. Why did you receive all of this money in cash? 

Mr. Yapevia. I still decline to answer, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Was it a bribe either directly or indirectly, in 
connection with your duties as an inspector for the Philadelphia 
Quartermasters Depot? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Yapevia. The same reason; I decline to answer on the ground 
I might tend to incriminate myself. 

Senator Revercoms. Are you under indictment for any charge of 
criminal offense causing you to answer the questions propounded to 
you this morning in this way ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Yapevra. I am under no charge of any kind. 

Senator Revercoms. I did not hear you. 

Mr. Yapevra. I am not under any charge of any kind. 

Senator Rrvercoms. You are not under any criminal charge at this 
time? 

Mr. Yapevra. No, sir; not that I know of. 

Senator Revercoms. Are you under investigation by any depart- 
ment of Government with respect to your income for the year 1954 
or any other year at this time? 

Mr. Yapevra. I do not. know. 

Senator Revercoms. You would know, would you not, if you were 
subject to investigation, and have you been apprised of any investiga- 
tion being made with respect to your income for the year 1954 or any 
other year ? 

Mr. Yapevia. No. 

Senator Revercoms. Then, when you come here and state that you 
decline to answer the questions propounded to you today because they 
might tend to incriminate you, you are safeguarding yourself only for 
those questions that are propounded to you with respect to this 
inquiry ; is that correct? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Yaprvia. I decline to answer, sir, on the ground I might tend 
to incriminate myself. 

Senator Revercoms. You have no criminal charge against you, so 
far as you know, and no investigation with respect to your income and 
yet in this hearing you decline to make answers because they might 
tend to incriminate you; is that correct ? 

Mr. Yapevia. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. How much are you drawing in the form of Fed- 
eral retirement per month ? 

Mr. Yapevra. $234 a month, sir. 

Senator Jackson. $234 a month? 

Mr. Yapevta. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Jackson. Do you feel that you have faithfully discharged 
your trust during the time you were a Federal employee of the Federal 
Government in the light of your testimony here today ? 

Mr. Yapevia. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. You do? I think the record will speak for itself, 
That will be all. 

Mr. Yapevia. Thank you. 

(The witness was excused. ) 

(Whereupon the subcommittee adjourned at 10:30 a. m., subject to 
the call of the Chair.) 
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